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The Myanmar Library Association (MLA) is spearheading the
"Developing Myanmar Subject Headings" project, an ambitious
initiative aimed at enhancing the organization and accessibility
of library collections in 2023. Subject headings are crucial in cat-
egorizing and retrieving information effectively within libraries.
While standard subject headings, like those offered by Sears Sub-
ject Headings and Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH),
form a strong foundation, they may only sometimes capture the
nuances and unique characteristics of Myanmar materials.
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The project's objectives are multifaceted,
empowering individual libraries and their com-
munities to create Myanmar subject headings
that reflect their distinct collections and regional
interests. thereby facilitating access to materials.
Local subject headings offer a more granular and
specific way to describe a library's collection,
providing users with accurate and detailed infor-
mation about the content and enabling easier dis-
covery of relevant materials. It is also intended to
make the terminology of Myanmar/Local subject

headings consistent.

The implementation of the project involves
careful research. analysis, and collaboration. A
dedicated team of over 25 librarians from dif-
ferent libraries works closely, leveraging their
expertise and passion for a more prosperous and
impactful endeavor that benefits both the librar-
ies and their communities. A comprehensive list
of relevant terms is then applied to each library's
catalog, streamlining the process of searching
and discovering materials for patrons.To create
Myanmar subject headings, the project team fol-
lows several key steps:

Analyzing the collection and assigned sub-
jects: The team examines the library's collec-
tion to identify covered subject areas. This step
includes reviewing the classification scheme,
studying books, periodicals, and other materi-
als, and consulting subject specialists and library
staff.

Developing Candidate Headings: Based on
the collection and subject analysis, a list of candi-
date subject headings i1s compiled, reflecting the
major subject areas the collection covers. These
headings strike a balance between specificity and
broadness to distinguish the collection while en-

compassing a variety of materials.
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Consulting Established Authorities: The team consults established subject heading authorities, such
as Sears List of Subject Headings and Library of Congress Subject Headings, to ensure the Myanmar
subject headings are to gain ideas for standardization.

Reviewing and Refining: After consultation, the candidate subject headings are reviewed and
refined by the team. considering the relevance to the library's collection, terms standardization, and
patron usability.

Implementing the Headings: Once the Myanmar subject headings are finalized. they are integrated
into the library's cataloging system, and all staff members receive training to use the new headings
effectively.

Regularly Reviewing and Updating: To ensure consistency and usability, it's essential to periodically
review and update the Myanmar subject headings to accommodate collections and manual changes.

The call for participation is open to all librarians, inviting them to join hands for the "Developing
Myanmar Subject Headings" project. By aligning with the library association's mission to improve
information access and services while reflecting and serving the diverse needs of local communities,
this project positions libraries as indispensable hubs for information and cultural preservation within
their respective regions.
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Upgrading Library Automation System in
University of Magway

Library Automation refers to the use of the
computer to automate the typical procedures of
libraries such as cataloguing and circulation.
In the process of library automation, a library
makes the use of computers and other technolo-
gies to support its system and services. Library
Automation is the conversion of a library's pro-
cedures from manual to computerized, such as
from a card catalogue to an Online Public Access
Catalogue, or from manual circulation cards to
an integrated library system.

Automation is a process of using machinery
for easily working and saving human power and
time. The main purpose of library automation is
to free the librarians and library staff and to al-
low them to contribute more meaningfully to the
spread of knowledge and information.

The computer based information system is a
system that includes a computer (hardware and
software) as an additional component. A comput-
er-based information system consists of people
who use and manage data system personnel, da-
tabase administrators, and users and so on, pro-
cedures, programs, data or (database), communi-
cation media and computers that are dynamically
linked to achieve the goal of information man-
agement. By information management, we imply
the task of gathering data about something, orga-
nizing or processing the data into reliable and ac-
curate information and presenting or distributing
it in a useable form among the end users.

In a computer based system, a computer in-
terfaces with a human via the data. The human
capture data, input data and interpret the com-
puter output or displayed results. The computer
receives the data, processes it, stores it and sends
back the data as processed information.

Daw Aye Sandar Win

The University of Magway Library has as
mission to-

- Enable students to acquire information
which supports pursuing the academic
goals, research and knowledge.

- Enhance professional growth of the fac-
ulties by supporting teaching and schol-
arship endeavors.

- Provide professional intermediaries be-
tween users and information sources,
and

- Provide high quality information servic-
es based on the needs of library user.

University of Magway Library holds a col-
lection of materials in Myanmar and in English.
The library book collection includes over 31,000
books in Myanmar language and over 44,000
books in English language.

University of Magway Library Automation
was initiated in 2017 using E-Lib Software. It
combined two operational functions to use library
E-Cataloguing and E-Circulation. E-Cataloguing
1s used for library data processing, and E- Cir-
culation offers title , author and subject data as
well as location .It supports browsing keyword
searching and expert (Boolean) searches both in
Myanmar and English . University of Magway
library users can search Library holdings with
OPAC catalogue database form and available e-
books, e-journals full-text databases.

Available Online Public Access at Univer-
sity of Magway Library are Burma Gazetteers,
and Electronic Databases: the Journal of Burma
Research Society (JBRS 1911-1977)(59 ) VOIs;:
the Journal of Burma Research Society was the
first academic journal devoted to Burma stud-
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ies. The journal started in 1911 and is no lon-
ger published today. The Electronic databases
is selective works of Myanmar famous authors
on Myanmar History, culture, Archaeology and
literature (after the independence ). The follow-
ings are famous authors whose books available
in full-text databases

- UAung Thaw

- Col. Ba Shin

- Directorate of Archaeological Survey

- Daw Kyan

- U Lu Pe Win

- Takathou Maung Maung Gyi

- Thiripyanchi U Mya

- U Myint Aung

- U Pe Maung Tin

- U Sein Maung Oo

- Taik Soe

- U Than Swe

- Dr. Than Tun

- Henery Wotten

- DrYiYi

- Saya Zaw Gyi

- Zeyya

University of Magway library is going to
change RFID-based circulation system in this
Academic Year 2022-2023. So we have to pre-
pare data processing for RFID based circula-
tion. According to the instruction of our rector,
We called for volunteers who are interested in
the Library from all departments of University
of Magway. To change the library Automation
System and improve the library services, we
organized a team with volunteers (teachers and
students) from all departments in the Universi-
ty of Magway. There are 237 volunteers in our
team, and they are formed into three groups A,
B, and C. All volunteers can do voluntary work
in their free time. We taught them how to entry
catalogue data and make bar-code to our team. In
two months time, catalogue data entry for twenty
thousand books have been finished .

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) re-
fers to a wireless system comprised of two com-

ponents tags and readers. It uses radio waves to
read and write data to an RFID tag attached to an
item. RFID-based library management system is
commonly used in libraries for inventory man-
agement purposes such as tracking the circulation
of books, managing library materials, organizing
the library's collection. The reader 1s a device
that has one or more antennas that emit radio
waves and recelve signals back from the RFID
tag. University of Magway Library houses of
various scholarly Journals, books, reports. thesis,
bibliographic data, etc. Libraries must safeguard
these documents to protect them from being lost
or damaged. For safety purposes, libraries need
to identify which items are mside the library and
which ones are outside. There comes an RFID
system to the rescue. It has been used in librar-
ies for decades, but it is only recently that RFID
has started to be used on a large scale n librar-
ies. University of Magway Library is the second
University Library in upper Myanmar that uses
RFID-based circulation system.

Development of a country depends on the
quality and effectiveness of its citizens. Literacy
and educational activities transform the soci-
ety towards progress. The quality of human life
mainly depends upon the education. University
Education is the highest level of education sys-
tem in our nation. So Universities are like water
and the libraries in the Universities are like lotus.
The higher the level of waters, the higher the lo-
tus. University of Magway Library 1s striving to
meet the needs of users as much as she can.

Ref. BHASKARACHARYULU, Yerroju. "Ed-
ucation and Society", New Delhi: Discov-
ery Publishing House, 2006.
KASHYAP, Madan Mohan "Computer-
Based Library Information Systems De-

signing Techniques", New Delhi: Sterling
Publishers Private , 1999.
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